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From our mailbox: 


News you can use - 

Shirkyctn Beadxtm Phelps WCGS President - Editor 


From the R. S. Newburv Family . Livermore, CA: Dear 
Friends B Just a note about the April Quarterly B there 
is an error in the name of the wife of Joseph Newbury, 
page 14 B should be Eliza ELDER Newberry (not Eller) 


From: Old Buncombe Countv Genealogical Society 
(http://www.OBCGS.com) is hosting a Genealogy Fair, 
28 th October 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Asheville Mall, 3 South 
Tunnel Road, Asheville. For more info, e-mail them at 
QBCGS@buncombe.main.nc.us or call 828-253-1894. 
They are also announcing that Old Buncombe County 
Heritage B Volume I is back in print in limited quantity. 


From Georgia : As I look at the Doppler Radar at WITN- 
TV this morning, you in Eastern Carolina are having 
general rain today. Looks as though I hit the jackpot with 
the WCGS Summer Journal. I refer you to page 56 and 
"Marriages". Absolon William Spruill and Nancy Jane 
Davenport married on 17th day of August 1865 . They 
are my great-grandparents. I personally remember 


10,000 Year Calendar 

If you have ever been given a newspaper clipping of 
an obituary on which someone has written the date 
the newspaper was published, but the obituary text 
reads something like, :died Thursday morning at her 
home:, you will want to bookmark the 10,000 year 
calendar on your computer. You give the month and 
year you want and a calendar is displayed. From the 
calendar you can also find other history for that 
date. Website is: http://www.calendarhome.com/tvc/ 
(AntiqueWeek, GenealogyNews, 24 August 2000) 


Remember 

Margaret M. Hoffman, noted author, will speak on 
North Carolina Land Records (over a period of 300 
years) at the 14 th November 2000 meeting of Martin 
County Genealogical Society. The meeting will be 
held at Martin Memorial Library, Williamston and 
MCGS needs to know if you plan to attend. Contact 
them at 252-792-5824 (Barbara Revels) or by e- 
mail: shepir@coastalnet.com (Jennifer Sheppard). 


Inside This Issue 


1 

2 

3 

4 



From pur mailbox, 10,000 YearCalendars / Renewing 
CentuiyFarm, Calendar, September Meeting, Tidbits 
Washington County Map 
NCMap with Washington County 


Doctrine Ira Davenport purchased a 
farm near Cherry community in 
Washington County and a portion of 
the purchase has remained in his 
family ever since. Seepage 2 


New & Renewing Members 

Ruby R. Furlough becomes our first member to 
renew for the year 2001! Thanks. Ruby is 
researching Ambrose, McGowan, Davenport and 
Furlough and can be reached at 252 Coventry Rd., 
Virginia Beach VA 23462 or at rftu~loug@irt.net 
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several of their listed children. Sdrah Virginia Spruill 
born March 20,1875 lived in the Scuppernong 
community and was my grandmother. She was 
married to my grandfather Dave Arnold. I knew 
several of her brothers and sisters. John Wilson 
Spruill born Nov. 19,1881 was my "Uncle John" who 
lived with his wife Virginia in the fork of the road just a 
few hundred yards North of Scuppernong Church. 

They had a daughter Minnie Spruill (deceased). Celia 
Etta Spruill, who I knew as "Aunt Etta" was born Nov. 

14,1879. She lived in the community of Great Bridge, 
Va. which was near the Dismal Swamp and the 
Dismal Swamp Canal. Her two sons worked at the 
Ford assembly plant in Norfolk. Her daughter Nancy 
was going steady with a Lt. Commander Ferrell who 
was stationed on the battleship Wyoming. He took us 
on a tour of the Wyoming at the Norfolk Navy Yard, 
as well as a tour of the aircraft carrier Yorktown. 

William Absolon Spruill born Feb. 22, 1884 was the 
one we would nickname a "Yankee". He lived about 
all of his life in Cumberland, Maryland, and by East 
Carolina standards of the 20's and 30's he had a 
Yankee accent. Note how prolific the name "Nancy 
Jane" is in my family. My sister was named Nancy 
Jane Sellers. Would you happen to know if Teresa 
Kelly, who submitted the Spruill family information 
has an e-mail address? If not, a regular address will 
suffice. While I think of it, my sister has a giant silver 
wine pitcher mounted on a tilting stand that must 
weigh 10 pounds, and was handed down from my 
grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Arnold. There is a seal 
underneath the cradle which states "presented to 
Jacob Spear at Norfolk, Va. in 1865 for the first bale 
of cotton to be marketed after the Civil War". I have 
no idea how the pitcher ended up in the Arnold 
household, unless it was a hardship sale or 
something like that. Thanks again for the WCGS 
Summer Journal. It filled in a lot of gaps about my 
family tree that I had no information about. Can there 
be any doubt now as to my allegiance to Washington 
County? Until next time, I do hope all is well with you 
and all of yours. Much Love, Uncle Bill. (Wm. 

Sellers) 

A century farm 

According to a report in the 30 August edition of the 
Roanoke Beacon (page 7b) “Doctrine Ira Davenport 
purchased a farm near Cherry community in 
Washington County and a portion of the purchase 
has remained in his family ever since. Later, Doctrine 


‘Doc’ Franklin Davenport and his wife, Christine 
White Davenport, built a home on the farm he 
inherited and he lived there until his death in 1998. 
Today, the farm and home are owned by Christine. 
The farm has been under constant cultivation and is 
now farmed by Selvie James of Creswell. The farm 
has recently been designated as a N. C. Century 
Farm by the N. C. Department of Agriculture.” The 
article accompanied a photo of Christine. 



Calendar of Events 



TIDBIT: “...from the husbands of Mrs. Emma W. Pike 
wife of John Pike, & of Mrs. Fanny Fagan wife of 
Aaron Fagan, as to their free & voluntary sealing & 
delivering of a Deed for Land from Chas. Blount, & 
John Pike & wife Emma, Aaron Fagan & wife Fanny 
& E. Blount to Thomas Sandersen, to which Deed 
Thomas Clifton is a Subscribing Witness - Witness 
Thomas Turner D Clk of Said Court S. Downing the 
Clerk thereof being dead since the last adjournment 
and the Clerk having Set given bond and qualified 
according to Law — Thos. Turner, D. Clk, 1$ h Aug 
1823 (F. 109 - Register of Deeds, Washington 
County, NC.) 
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BEAUFORT COUNTY HYDE COUMTY 



Washington County 
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